
 

Japan Tobacco International (JTI) is a leading international tobacco company operating in more than 130 countries. Its cigarette brands 
include Winston, Camel and Natural American Spirit. In 2023, JTI launched a heated tobacco product under the brand name Ploom and is 
also present in the tobacco-free oral nicotine products sector with its Nordic Spirit brand. Headquartered in Geneva, JTI employs over 46,000 
people worldwide. The Swiss production and marketing site, with over 400 employees, is located in Dagmersellen (LU) and has been named 
a Top Employer in Switzerland for the thirteenth consecutive year. As a manufacturer of tobacco products, JTI is also aware of its special 
responsibility towards society and the environment and is therefore committed to sustainable working and production conditions. Further 
information can be found at www.jti.com. 

 
 
 
 

New Factory Lead at JTI  
First woman heading the Dagmersellen factory 

 
Dagmersellen, May 2025 – Nihal Açikel is the new factory lead at JTI in Dagmersellen. She succeeds Serkan 
Pusuroglu and is the first female lead in JTI's more than 50-year history in Dagmersellen.  
 
Nihal Açikel took over as lead of the JTI factory in Dagmersellen on 1 May 2025. Prior to this, she had been a 
member of JTI's global engineering team since 2022, most recently responsible for the introduction and rollout of 
new technologies and machinery. The electrical engineer brings many years of experience in the manufacture and 
packaging of tobacco products to Dagmersellen, with a focus on innovation and development. She is already 
familiar with Switzerland, having lived in western Switzerland for several years.  
 
JTI Dagmersellen is now led by two women: in addition to Nihal Açikel as Factory Lead, Olesja Flores has been 
responsible for the Swiss market as General Manager since 2022.   

 
For further information, please contact: 
Stephanie Peeters, Corporate Affairs & Communications Manager 
press.office.switzerland@jti.com   
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