
 

 

JTI’s approach to reduction of chemical residues in agriculture 

 

Agriculture-based raw materials form the largest part of JTI’s products. In line with other value-added 

agricultural products, the production of leaf tobacco requires the adoption of appropriate crop 

protection practices as part of a holistic Integrated Pest Management (IPM). According to the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), IPM is an ecosystem approach to crop 

production and protection that combines different management strategies and practices (e.g. multi-

cropping rotation) to grow economically viable crops. IPM-based practices, therefore, allow 

minimization of Crop Protection Agents (CPA) usage that may be required to secure the desired quality, 

yield and integrity of raw materials. 

JTI promotes the adoption of IPM crop protection strategies and the responsible use of CPA in 

accordance to FAO’s Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) and in compliance with relevant national and 

international regulations. 

The wider principles for use of crop production inputs such as CPA, is already well established in our 

leaf sourcing areas. JTI’s commitment to responsible CPA usage and the control of residues is defined 

in JTI’s Global Supply Chain Leaf Protocol for Best Practice in Tobacco Growing and the Corporate Policy 

on Crop Protection Agents Residues Testing of Tobacco for the Manufacturing of Tobacco Products. 

JTI is also committed in the transparency of the practices implemented throughout its tobacco supply 

chain. JTI’s overall objective is to assure that raw materials are grown and procured in a sustainable 

way, respecting the environment and raising economic prosperity in our contracted farming 

communities. 

 

JTI’s responsible use of CPA and control of residues are focused on and initiated through activities and 

processes in five main areas: 

1. Leaf tobacco production: The use of less hazardous CPA by JTI’s contracted growers through the 

supply of growers’ input packs with only selected CPA and Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) in 

JTI’s vertically integrated tobacco production countries. Local JTI entities provide training sessions 

for its agronomy technicians and contracted growers on correct CPA application, handling, disposal 

and PPE usage. Collaboration with JTI’s third party tobacco suppliers on correct CPA usage, residue 

minimization and associated labor practices. Elimination of WHO-FAO Highly Hazardous Pesticides 

(HHP) and replacement with more environmentally friendly product options. More than 90% of 

the tobacco volume purchased by JTI is free of quantifiable residue levels of HHP (WHO Hazard 

Class 1) and JTI is aiming to complete the phasing out of all CPA in this HHP category from the 

tobacco supply chain by the end of 2021. 

 

2. CPA residues analysis: Tobaccos produced by JTI’s contracted growers are sampled and tested 

each growing season to permit the identification of potential challenges and subsequent adoption 

of improvement measures. Tobacco lots intended to be purchased from JTI’s direct production and 

third-party suppliers are also systematically tested for CPA residues prior to entering the supply 

chain. Tobacco lots with CPA residues detected above the established JTI Standard are not 

purchased. The Standard is based on CORESTA Guidance Residue Levels and National and 

International Regulations. The sampling and testing frequencies are defined through historical 

residue data. The testing program also allows understanding of the CPA usage in tobacco 

production areas and to implement improvement programs with its own contracted growers and 

http://www.fao.org/agriculture/crops/thematic-sitemap/theme/pests/ipm/en/
http://www.fao.org/agriculture/crops/thematic-sitemap/theme/spi/good-farming-practices/en/
https://www.jti.com/sites/default/files/global-files/documents/related-documents/good_agricultural_practices_protocol.pdf
https://www.who.int/ipcs/publications/pesticides_hazard/en/
https://www.coresta.org/sites/default/files/technical_documents/main/Guide-No01-GRLs5th-Issue-Nov19.pdf


 

 

with the third-party suppliers, if required. As a result, the number of CPA detected has decreased 

over the years and shifted to new available alternatives to HHP. 

 

3. Scientific collaboration: JTI maintains an active participation and leadership position in CORESTA 

in all aspects related to crop protection. CORESTA is fully committed to responsible and sustainable 

tobacco production and is the scientific and good practices reference for the tobacco industry. JTI 

believes in a common, harmonized approach that involves all stakeholders committed to 

sustainable and responsible tobacco production worldwide. 

 

4. Engagement with local authorities, institutions, industry associations and research 

organizations: JTI’s experts conduct sector focused meetings and workshops to address CPA 

related challenges with the objective to raising awareness and implementing and/or encouraging 

initiatives oriented towards GAP, sustainable tobacco production, environmental protection and 

Agricultural Labor Practices (ALP) aspects. 

 

5. Supply Chain Due Diligence (SCDD): SCDD is a continuous improvement process, comprising of 

five steps: Identify, Prioritize, Respond, Measure and Report. Agricultural Labor Practices (ALP) 

program is integrated in this process. This process enables dialogue toward improvements across 

the tobacco leaf supply chain, with focus on human and labor rights. Whenever CPA related 

challenges are mapped as a priority, leaf suppliers are encouraged to address those challenges. An 

example of that is the dialogue on HHP elimination between CPA experts and industry 

stakeholders. Finally, when local JTI entities run Supply Chain Impact Assessments on the ground 

(series of interviews with rightsholders and other relevant stakeholders), CPA related challenges 

are in the scope of the assessments. 

 

https://www.coresta.org/
https://www.jti.com/sites/default/files/global-files/documents/related-documents/api-booklet-2017_0.pdf
https://www.jti.com/sites/default/files/global-files/documents/sustainability/qa-agricultural-labor-practices-alp.pdf

